


Unit 9
THE HORSE INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 9.1, Unit Word Search

History of the Horse Industry

· Discuss the horse industry in Oklahoma. For example, talk about the major horse shows that are held in Oklahoma City.

· Discuss how the horse is portrayed in our society through artwork, media, and literature.

· Discuss the responsibilities and costs involved in owning and caring for a horse.

· Have students research the prices of horses. Students may refer to local publications or online sites such as Horsetopia http://www.horsetopia.com

· Have students research horse care and costs.

· Activity 9.2, Research a Career in the Equine Industry

Common Breeds

· Have students interview horse owners about annual costs including feed, veterinarian care, farrier costs, boarding, and other associated costs of horse ownership.

· Search YouTube for videos on the different horse breeds.

· Arabian Horse Association http://arabianhorses.org

· Equisearch http://www.equisearch.com/

· ASPCA http://aspca.org/pet-care/horse-care/

· Oklahoma Horse Online http://www.oklahomahorseonline.com/

· Cowboy Way http://www.cowboyway.com/

· Horse Channel.com http://www.horsechannel.com

· Horseweb http://www.horseweb.com

· American Quarter Horse Association http://www.aqha.com

· The Jockey Club http://www.jockeyclub.com

· Appaloosa Horse Club http://www.appaloosa.com

· Have students visit the Oklahoma State University Breeds of Livestock – Horses website at http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/horses/

· Research the story of Hidalgo and how he was brought to Oklahoma and discuss the story with students.

· Ask students why they think someone would want a particular breed of horse.

· American Morgan Horse Association http://www.morganhorse.com

· Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of America http://www.belgiancorp.com

· Percheron Horse Association of America http://www.percheronhorse.org

· Clydesdale Breeders of the USA http://www.clydesusa.com

· Have students visit The Livestock Conservancy website http://www.livestockconservancy.org/ for information on endangered horse breeds.

· Activity 9.3, Research a Horse Breed

· The American Shetland Pony Club http://shetlandminiature.com/

· Welsh Pony and Cob Society of America http://www.welshpony.org/

Work and Recreational Uses

· Have students research equestrian trails in your state. In Oklahoma resources include:
Outdoors OK http://www.outdoorsok.com/Oklahoma/Trails/Equestrian
Oklahoma Horse Online http://www.oklahomahorseonline.com/
Oklahoma Equestrian Trail Riders Association http://www.oetra.com/

· Ask students what they think the majority of horses in your area are used for.

· Discuss the different types of equipment and costs of the equipment that is needed for various work and recreational uses.

· Invite a guest speaker who is involved in therapeutic riding.

· Have someone who uses horses in a specific work or recreational capacity speak to the class.

· Have students research equine events in your area such as organized trail rides, shows, rodeos, or races.

· Search YouTube for videos on the different uses of horses such as dressage, polo, cutting, etc.

· If possible, take students to visit a facility that offers therapeutic riding.

· Have students visit websites targeted to specific uses of horses. Examples include:
American Endurance Ride Conference http://www.aerc.org/
North American Trail Ride Conference http://natrc.org/
The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association http://www.prorodeo.com/
National Barrel Horse Association http://nbha.com/
United States Equestrian Federation http://www.usef.org/

Parts of a Horse

· Activity 9.4, Label Parts of a Horse

· Using clay or playdoh, have students create a sculpture of a horse and label 10 parts.

Colors and Markings

· Explain to students that different associations may recognize different colors and markings. Colors and markings recognized by breed associations are usually similar.

· Have students visit websites of various horse associations for specific breed colors and markings.

· Assign students to create a poster of horse photos labeling different colors.

· Discuss the genetics behind the paint and pinto patterns and that genetic tests are available to determine the genes responsible for the coloring.

· Activity 9.5, Create a Horse Color Wheel or Chart

· Activity 9.6, Draw Common Head Markings

· Have students identify common head markings from photographs.

· Discuss the fact that both horse colors and markings can affect the value and registration of a horse.

· Activity 9.7, Draw Common Leg Markings

· Have students identify common leg markings from photographs. Show students examples of registration papers of horses with the markings and names completed.

Unit Summary

· Activity 9.8, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 9 Test.
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