


Unit 8
THE DAIRY CATTLE INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 8.1, Unit Word Search

History of the Dairy Cattle Industry

· Have students visit the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) website at http://www.usda.gov. Have students search for articles and information under “dairy.”

· Discuss Braum’s Dairy and its importance in Oklahoma, visit the website at http://www.braums.com/.

· Schedule a field trip to Braum’s Dairy or another vertically integrated dairy operation.

· Have students research a dairy industry related occupation.

Major Breeds of Dairy Cattle

· Activity 8.2, Research a Dairy Cattle Breed

· Holstein Association USA http://www.holsteinusa.com/

· US Jersey American Jersey Cattle Association http://usjersey.com/

· The American Guernsey Association http://www.usguernsey.com/

· Have students visit the Oklahoma State University Breeds of Livestock – Cattle website at http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/cattle/

· Have students make a chart based on pounds of production per breed. See where each one ranks.

· Cattle Today Online: Breeds of Cattle http://www.cattletoday.com/

· U.S. Ayrshire Breeders Association http://usayrshire.com

· American Milking Shorthorn Society http://www.milkingshorthorn.com/

· Brown Swiss Association http://brownswissusa.com/

· Have students develop a bulletin board of the different breeds using pictures received from breed associations.

· Bonus Activity, Career Exploration Worksheet

Parts of a Dairy Cow

Activity 8.3, Label Parts of a Dairy Animal

Consumer Products

· Have students visit the website Why Milk? http://www.whymilk.com/.

· Have students inventory the forms of milk they have in their homes.

· National Dairy Council http://www.nationaldairycouncil.org.

· Display available assorted cheeses or ask students to visit a supermarket to discover the types and cost of different cheeses.

· Have students taste test different types of milk and different types of dairy products. Set up a taste test of milk products. See if students can tell the difference between skim milk, low-fat milk, and whole milk. Also, see if students can distinguish between regular chocolate milk and chocolate soymilk, and between butter and margarine.

· Activity 8.4, Dairy Products Poster

· Discuss shelf-stable milk and have students taste examples of shelf-stable milk and compare it to refrigerated milk.

· Purchase malted products for students to taste.

· Have students visit the dairy section of a grocery store and look at the various types of yogurt and other dairy products available.

· Activity 8.5, Make Ice Cream or Butter

· Discuss the marketing of dairy products and how products are promoted to consumers.

Milk Production

· Invite a dairy farmer to talk to the class about the dairy production process.

Technological Advances

· Have students research a recent technological advancement in the dairy industry.

· Search YouTube for a video on robotic milking. Discuss the process of traditional and robotic methods of milking.

Unit Summary

· Activity 8.6, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 8 Test.
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