


Unit 7
THE SHEEP INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 7.1, Unit Word Search

History of the Sheep Industry

· Discuss the sheep industry in Oklahoma.

· Have students research recent technological advances in sheep production.

· Determine current prices for the various sheep breeds. Discuss differences in pricing and why the differences might exist. Have students interview an individual who raises sheep.

· Activity 7.2, Career Research

· Bonus Activity, Career Exploration Worksheet

Major Breeds of Sheep

· Have students visit the Oklahoma State University Breeds of Livestock – Sheep website at http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/sheep/

· American Southdown Breeders’ Association http://www.southdownsheep.org/

· American Hampshire Sheep Association http://www.countrylovin.com/ahsa/

· Have students visit the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy’s website at http://www.albc-usa.org and view the conservation list.

· Discuss possible reasons for preserving minor breeds of livestock.

· United Suffolk Sheep Association http://u-s-s-a.org/

· American Shropshire Registry Association http://www.shropshires.org/

· Dorset Horn and Poll Dorset Sheep Breeder’s Association http://dorsetsheep.org/

· Activity 7.3, Research a Sheep Breed

· The American Rambouillet Sheep Breeders Association http://rambouilletsheep.org/

· Montadale Sheep Breeders Association http://www.countrylovin.com/msba/index.html

· Have students develop a bulletin board of the different breeds using pictures received from breed associations.

Parts of a Sheep

· Activity 7.4, Label Parts of a Sheep

Consumer Products

· Activity 7.5, Consumer Products

· Encourage students to taste dishes that are made with lamb or mutton.

· Have students sample different types of cheese made from sheep’s milk.

· Have students visit the website American Lamb http://www.americanlamb.com. Have students select a recipe from one cut of lamb.

Wool Composition and Quality

· Bring examples or have students bring examples of items made from sheep byproducts.

· Search YouTube for a video on wool (carding, processing, spinning, felting).

· Purchase a 100% wool sweater. Let students feel the sweater texture and how it stretches. Wash the sweater and dry in the clothes dryer. Let students examine again to see how it stretches.

Unit Summary

· Activity 7.6, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 7 Test.
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