


Unit 6
THE SWINE INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 6.1, Unit Word Search

Swine Industry History

· Have students visit the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) website at http://www.usda.gov and search for articles and information under “swine.”

· Use the whiteboard to build a timeline of the history of swine. Work with the class to fill in significant events along the timeline, from the domestication of pigs in different areas of the world to pig production today. Have students use reference books or the Internet to contribute additional items.

· Activity 6.2, Technological Advances in Swine Production

· Build a class bulletin board to illustrate how pigs are a part of our culture. Have students find pictures, quotations, or other types of references that show what pigs have looked like over the years; what their ancestors looked like; famous pig references in language, literature, movies, and their role in agriculture.

Major Breeds

· Have students visit the Noble Foundation website The Feral Hog in Oklahoma at http://www.noble.org/ag/wildlife/feralhogs for more information about free-ranging hogs in the state.

· Activity 6.3, Research a Swine Breed

· Have students visit the Oklahoma State University Breeds of Livestock – Swine website at http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/swine/.

· National Swine Registry http://www.nationalswine.com/

· Show students older photographs of hogs and compare them to modern day hogs. Discuss the fact that consumers want leaner meat.

· Have an individual who raises swine speak to the class.

· Search YouTube for videos on the different swine breeds.

· Have students visit The Livestock Conservancy website http://www.livestockconservancy.org/ for information on endangered swine breeds.

· American Berkshire Association http://www.americanberkshire.com/

· Certified Pedigreed Swine http://www.cpsswine.com/

· Have students develop a bulletin board of the different breeds using pictures received from breed associations.

· Discuss the issue of miniature pigs as pets (mini pigs).

Parts of a Hog

· Using the outline of a pig handout, have students play a game to see who can label the most parts correctly in one minute. Provide a prize to the student who labeled the most parts correctly.

· Activity 6.4, Label Parts of a Hog

· Stress the importance of calling the parts by their correct names.

Consumer Products

· Set up a display of various items made from swine by-products.

· Have students visit the National Pork Board website at http://www.pork.org/.

· Start a discussion by asking, “In what ways do swine and swine by-products contribute to people’s health?”

· Activity 6.5, Consumer Products

· Have students visit a grocery store meat department or butcher shop and look at the various swine products available.

Universal Ear Notching System

· Activity 6.6, Universal Ear Notching

· Discuss that the ear notching system should be reflected in the record keeping and should also help prevent inbreeding.

· Have students make pig ear “cut outs” showing notches. Print out pig head outlines onto cardstock. Give students ear notches for their pigs and instruct students to notch the ears using scissors or actual notchers.

Unit Summary

· Activity 6.7, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 6 Test.
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