


Unit 5
THE BEEF CATTLE INDUSTRY


UNIT REVIEW ANSWERS

1. The Bos taurus species produced European-style cattle breeds, such as the Angus and the Hereford. They are adapted to cooler climates and tend to have a docile nature. The Bos indicus species comes from India and cattle breeds that are descended from this species are adapted to hot climates. They have a hump over the neck, droopy ears, and loose skin.

2. Early settlers brought cattle to North America to primarily use them as work animals.

3. Before the invention of refrigeration, cattle had to be slaughtered near the consumer markets.

4. Answer should include one of the following: Brangus, Beefmaster, Santa Gertrudis

5. Answer should include five breeds and a description for each.

6. Black

7. Brangus, Beefmaster, Santa Gertrudis

8. A heifer is a young immature female. If a heifer is kept as breeding stock and gives birth to a calf, then she is referred to as a cow.

9. Intended use, performance, environmental tolerance, personal preference

10. Answer should include eight main parts on a beef animal.

11. Answer should include the following:
Purebred operations — The first phase of production; a purebred animal is one that has only the original breed within its bloodlines.
Cow-calf operations — This phase produces the calves that will be grown and sold for beef. The operator keeps a breeding herd of cows and one or more bulls.
Stocker operations — The stocker purchases weaned calves from a cow-calf operation. The calves are raised on forage or range for several months while they grow.
Feedlot operations — The final phase before the animal is sent to slaughter. The animal is fed a high-grain diet. Feedlots are often large, automated operations. The animals are penned together and fed as much of the ration as they will eat.

12. Examples include: cosmetics, soaps, shampoos, photographic film, rawhide chews, pet foods and pet toys, bone china, leather goods, candles, crayons, toothpaste, insecticides, shaving cream, fabric softeners, glue, paints, upholstery, floor wax

13. Examples include: lubricants, cleaners, fertilizers, printing ink, hydraulic brake fluid, car polishes and waxes, asphalt, high gloss for magazines, molds for plastics, cement blocks, whitener for paper, textiles and drywall

14. Many medicines use cattle hormones and other beef by-products. Some common ways they are used include thyroid replacement therapies, wound cleansing agents, anemia treatments, suppositories, and pill coatings.
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