


Unit 5
THE BEEF CATTLE INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 5.1, Unit Word Search

Beef Cattle History

· Discuss the beef cattle industry in Oklahoma. For example, talk about the stockyards in Oklahoma City and some of the history surrounding it.

· Have students take a virtual tour of the Lascaux Cave and view the paintings at http://www.culture.fr/culture/arcnat/lascaux/en/.

· Discuss rodeo uses of cattle.

· Activity 5.2, Career Research

· Discuss the Chisholm Trail cattle drives and their role in the history of beef cattle.

· Discuss local sales of cattle and pricing of cattle.

· Search YouTube for a video explaining Mad Cow Disease. Discuss the impact of the disease on the cattle market.

· Have students visit the Oklahoma State University Breeds of Livestock – Cattle website at http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/cattle/

· Purchase Storey’s Illustrated Breed Guide to Sheep, Goats, Cattle, and Pigs as an additional resource on beef breeds.

· Discuss the purpose of dehorning with students. Search for a video on YouTube to demonstrate the process.

· Search YouTube for videos on the different cattle breeds.

· American Angus Association http://www.angus.org/

· American Chianina Association http://www.chicattle.org/

· Cattle Today Online: Breeds of Cattle http://www.cattle-today.com/

· Cattle Today Association list http://www.cattletoday.com/associations.shtml

· The CattleSite: Pedigree Beef Breeds http://www.thecattlesite.com/breeds/beef/

· AgWeb http://www.agweb.com/

· American Hereford Association http://www.hereford.org/

· American Shorthorn Association http://www.shorthorn.org/

· American International Charolais Association http://www.charolaisusa.com/

· National Cattlemen’s Beef Association http://www.beefusa.org/

· Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and Research Board http://www.beefboard.org/

· United States Department of Agriculture http://www.usda.gov/

· American Simmental Association http://www.simmental.org/

· American Maine-Anjou Association http://www.maine-anjou.org/

· Limousin World http://www.limousinworld.com/

· Have students visit the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy’s Web site at http://www.albc-usa.org and view the conservation list. Discuss possible reasons for preserving minor breeds of livestock.

· American Brahman Breeders Association http://www.brahman.org/

· International Brangus Breeders Association http://www.int-brangus.org/

· Beefmaster Breeders United http://www.beefmasters.org/

· Santa Gertrudis Breeders International http://santagertrudis.com/

· Have students develop a bulletin board of the different breeds using pictures received from breed associations.

· Red Angus Association of America http://redangus.org/

· Instruct students to research an uncommon breed and create a PowerPoint or poster to display the breed.

· Activity 5.3, Breed Creation

Selecting Beef Cattle

· Start a discussion by asking, “What are the possible consequences if beef cattle producers were to randomly select cattle to add to their herds?”

· Discuss CDEs that may relate to selecting beef cattle.

· Invite a producer to discuss with the class why they selected a specific breed.

· Have students write a paragraph pointing out significant differences between various breeds of cattle.

· Ask students what factors would be important to them personally if they were selecting a breed. What breed would they choose?

· Discuss breeds that are common in your area. Ask students why they believe the breeds are common.

Parts of a Beef Animal

· Discuss CDEs that may relate to beef cattle.

· Activity 5.4, Label Parts of a Beef Animal

· Discuss SAEs associated with beef cattle.

Phases of Production

· Take a field trip to visit a specific phase of beef production. Have students create a list of questions to be answered during the trip.

· Have a guest speaker discuss a specific phase of production.

· Search YouTube for videos on the different phases of production.

Consumer Products

· Start a discussion by asking, “How do Americans benefit from using a beef animal for products other than meat?”

· Discuss specialty beef products such as Certified Angus Beef and how they are marketed to consumers.

· Discuss the fact that by-products such as the hide and skull have value.

· Certified Angus Beef http://certifiedangusbeef.com/brand/index.php

· Omaha Steaks http://www.omahasteaks.com/

· Texas Beef http://tbp.com/

· Lasater Grasslands Beef http://www.lgbeef.com/

· Bring examples or have students bring examples of items made from cattle by-products and display them.

· Activity 5.5, Consumer Products Poster

Unit Summary

· Activity 5.6, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 5 Test.
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