


Unit 3
THE FOOD INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Search YouTube for “Some Food for Thought” by Monsanto Co.

· Search YouTube for “America’s Farmers” by Monsanto Co. Discuss the commercials and the importance of today’s American Farmer.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 3.1, Unit Word Search

· Create a timeline that depicts the changes in food from the early 20th century to today. Divide into decades and discuss food trends. www.foodtimeline.org

Food Industry Operations

· Search YouTube for “Urban Agriculture Blooms” by Discovery Channel. Discuss alternative methods and current trends of producing food.

· Discuss migratory workers and current immigration laws and legislation. Have students research both sides of the issue. Also discuss that migratory workers are not always immigrants. i.e. – wheat harvest

· Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom Activity http://www.agclassroom.org/ok In Strawberry Fields

· Search YouTube for “Oklahoma Winter Wheat Harvest” and “Colorado Potato Harvest” by America’s Heartland

· Modern Marvels, Harvesting

· Modern Marvels, Harvesting 2
· Search YouTube for “Food and Ag Products Center”. There are numerous videos about the center.

· Have students research Made in Oklahoma products and give a short presentation. www.madeinoklahoma.net

· The History Channel, American Eats Series

· Search YouTube for “Inside a Flavor Lab” and “Flavor Chemist” by Discovery Channel

· Search YouTube for “How Stuff Works – Bread Making”

· Search YouTube for “How to Make Dill Pickles” by The Food Channel

· Activity 3.2, Food Processing: How to Make Dill Pickles. Contact your county extension office or team-teach with your FACS teacher.

· Modern Marvels, Canning

· Discuss cost of transportation including fuel costs and relate it to the retail cost of food.

· Invite a guest speaker from a local transportation company. Discuss the logistics of transporting items.

· Discuss the emphasis on buying local food products and how that impacts needed transportation.

· Search YouTube for “Food Ad Tricks: Helping Kids Understand Food Ads on TV"

· Modern Marvels, The Supermarket

· Bring food packages and discuss the artwork and marketing strategies for the product.

· Activity 3.3, Food Marketing: Developing a Food Product

· Divide students into groups and have them develop a food commercial.

· Discuss the importance of food branding. Below are some classic examples:
Jelly – “With a Name Like Smucker’s, it has to be good.”
Frosted Flakes – “They’re gr-r-reat!”
Beef – “It’s What’s for Dinner”
Pork – “The Other White Meat”
Have students brainstorm and develop a list of other products and slogans.

· Activity 3.4, Food Marketing: Developing a Food Advertisement

· Search YouTube for “The Art of Food Photography”

· Discuss commodity prices versus wholesale and retail prices. Research the market price of livestock and crop commodities grown in your local area. i.e., cattle, hogs, wheat, or corn. Then discuss the cost of steaks, pork chops, bread, or corn chips. Why does food cost so much when the producer seems to get so little?

· Discuss the purpose of a convenience store. Why do many people go to a convenience store? Discuss how convenience stores do not make most of their money on gas, but on products purchased such as pop, snacks, milk, etc.

· Search YouTube for “Start at the Store: Prevent Foodborne Illness”

Quality Assurance

· Activity 3.5, Product Pricing Comparison

· Search YouTube for “COOL Grocery Label” by the USDA. Discuss country of origin labeling (COOL).

· Search iTunes Podcasts Country of Origin Labeling USDA

· Invite a local butcher to discuss Quality Grades and wholesale versus retail meat sales.

· Bring in 3 or 4 different grades of meat. Discuss the visual differences between the grades. Hypothesize the differences in taste, texture and flavor.

· Have students visit the USDA website and search for information on quality grades http://www.usda.gov.

· Search YouTube for “FAPC Food Safety”

· Visit the site www.foodsafety.gov for more information on safety, recalls and alerts.

· Search YouTube for “Be Food Safe” by USDA Food Safety

· Invite a school cafeteria manager to speak to the class. Discuss the daily operation of the school cafeteria and food safety practices that are followed.

· Discuss recent cases in the news of outbreaks of food poisoning and how sanitation and safety practices may have affected the cases.
· Food and Drug Administration www.fda.gov > Search “HACCP”

· United States Department of Agriculture www.usda.gov > Search “HACCP”

· Search YouTube for “Peanut Scare”. Discuss the ramifications of a food recall.

· Search YouTube for “Making it Safe: A HACCP Food Safety Program for Small Processors in the Southwest” by New Mexico State University

· Activity 3.6, Food Recall Presentation

Food Preparation and Safety

· Visit the website http://www.foodsafety.gov for information on safe food preparation.

· Have students create a poster about food safety with photos of proper and improper techniques.

· Show students an example of a food service establishment inspection report form. Ask why the items inspected are important for food safety and sanitation.

· Have students research food cooking temperatures and create a chart for home use.

Sources of Food

· Food Pyramid www.pyramid.gov Discuss the importance of each food source and how they meet nutritional requirements.

· Modern Marvels, Corn

· Modern Marvels, Wheat

· American Bakers Association www.americanbakers.org

· Search YouTube for “Planting Peanuts in Georgia” Discuss methods of planting and harvesting different crops. Compare and contrast peanut harvest to wheat harvest.

· United Fresh Produce Association www.unitedfresh.org

· Search YouTube for “Harvesting Knowledge: Celery”

· Search YouTube for “Introducing the Evermild Onion” by Monsanto Co.

· Dairy MAX www.dairymax.org

· Search YouTube for “Making String Cheese” by Food Network

· Search YouTube for “Off the Shelf” by America’s Heartland. Videos are available about bagged salad, sweet potatoes, sour cream and cheese.

· Activity 3.7, Food Fallen Phrase

· Commercial Fishermen of America www.cfafish.org

· Search YouTube for “Salmon Farm Tour.” Discuss commercial fishing versus fish farming. Debate the issues concerning each industry.

· Search YouTube for “Grocery School.” Discuss how to buy chicken, steak, fresh fish, tomatoes, melons, etc.

· Search YouTube for “McDonalds Meat Processing Plant”

· National Meat Association www.nmaonline.org

· Modern Marvels, The Butcher

· Search YouTube for “Commercial Fishing Matters”

· Search YouTube for “The Olive Press”, “Canola Oil Press” and “Coconut Oil Press”. Discuss the different methods of extracting oil from plants.

World Food Customs

· Ask the students if they have any food customs. Discuss food traditions of the students.

· Search YouTube for “Discovery Atlas – Mexico: Food” by Discovery Channel

· Search YouTube for “Bizarre Foods” by Travel Channel

· Activity 3.8, World Food Customs

· Have students write on a piece of paper what they ate for dinner the night before. Discuss the food products and where they were produced.

Unit Summary

· Activity 3.9, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 3 Test.
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