


Unit 12
SMALL ANIMAL CARE

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 12.1, Unit Word Search

· Take a poll of pets that are owned by the students. Create a graph to determine the most popular pet.

Domestication of Small Animals

· Create a timeline on the chalkboard or whiteboard and compare the domestication of small animals with other significant events.

· Activity 12.2, Pet Survey and Analysis

Economic Importance

· Find several articles related to small animals that illustrate the bond humans share with their pets for students to read. For example, pets that have alerted owners to house fires.

· Have students tour a local store that sells pet products.

· American Pet Products Association www.americanpetproducts.org

· Activity 12.3, Economic Importance of Small Animals

Types and Uses of Small Animals

· American Canine Association www.acacanines.com

· American Kennel Club www.akc.org

· Search YouTube for “Sporting Dogs”. There are numerous videos sponsored by pet foods that discuss sporting dogs.

· Search YouTube for “Breed All About It” by the Animal Planet. Numerous videos are available about the different breeds.

· Discuss unwanted animals in your community. What happens to unwanted pets?

· Discuss the fact that many dogs are mixed breed and may have characteristics of more than one specific breed.

· Search YouTube “Westminster Kennel Club.” There are numerous videos on the different breeds at the show.

· Discuss the problem of “puppy mills” in many areas of the country. Emphasize that there is a significant difference between reputable breeders and puppy mills.

· Bonus Activity, Career Exploration Worksheet

· Discuss rescue services and emphasize the importance of spaying and neutering.

· The Cat Fanciers’ Association www.cfainc.org

· Discuss the differences in a pedigreed purebred cat and the common house cat. Discuss how a pedigree affects the value of a purebred cat.

· American Rabbit Breeders Association www.arba.net

· The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals www.aspca.org

· Have a debate about using rabbits for research.

· Search YouTube for “exotic pets” for videos on the wide variety of exotic pets.

· Activity 12.4, Pet Recommendations

Care of Small Animals

· Activity 12.5, A Pet’s Point of View

· Discussion Question: Why do people own pets? What are the benefits of owning a pet?

· Invite a local veterinarian to speak to the class about the small animal industry.

· Have students interview a small animal owner about their pet.

· American Veterinary Medical Association www.avma.org

· Activity 12.6, Pet Food Comparison

· Have students brainstorm some of the costs associated with owning a pet.

· Activity 12.7, Cost of Owning a Pet

Unit Summary

· Activity 12.8, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 12 Test.
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