


Unit 11
THE POULTRY INDUSTRY

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 11.1, Unit Word Search

History of the Poultry Industry

· Develop a bulletin board that highlights important developments in the poultry industry.

· Search YouTube on “History of Chickens” for a brief video over the chicken history.

· Discuss with students the benefits of confinement operations.

· Discussion question: What are some restaurant chains that focus on selling chicken?

· Discuss with students the importance of a safe food supply and how the Poultry Products Inspections Act and the Wholesome Poultry Products Act ensure a safe food supply.

· Discussion question: Why has chicken consumption increased since the 1970s?

Poultry Species

· Modern Marvels, Turkeys

· Further discuss the importance of artificial insemination in the turkey industry.

· Search YouTube for “Free Range vs. Organic Turkey” by How Stuff Works

· www.usda.gov Search “Duck” and “Geese” for fact sheets.

· American Poultry Association www.amerpoultryassn.com

· Search YouTube for “Understanding Chickens & Eggs”. Watch the video about the difference between hens and roosters.

· Discuss the differences between farm raised geese and hunting wild geese.

Common Breeds of Chickens

· Invite a local poultry grower or County Fair Poultry Superintendent to speak to the class.

· Activity 11.2, Common Breeds of Chickens

· Search YouTube for videos on poultry shows by using search terms such as “American Poultry Association poultry shows” or “The Livestock Conservancy.”

· Search YouTube for “Understanding Chickens & Eggs”. Several videos are available including one about the Brown  Leghorn variety.

· Bonus Activity, Career Exploration Worksheet

Parts of a Chicken

· Purchase a whole broiler. Cut the broiler into different pieces. Discuss where the different cuts of meat are located.

· Activity 11.3, Parts of a Chicken

Egg Development

· Search YouTube for “Types of Chicken Eggs”.

· Discuss what causes the differences in the outside of an egg.

· Discuss quail eggs and how they have a niche market and are valued for their health benefits.

Incubating Eggs and Chickens

· Incubate eggs. Contact your local extension office as a resource.

· Search YouTube for “eggs and flu vaccine.” Further discuss the importance of eggs to manufacturing the flu vaccine.

· Search YouTube for “candling eggs”. Watch a video to help students understand how to candle eggs.

· Activity 11.4, Egg Development

Consumer Products

· Discuss different meat products derived from the poultry industry.

· Discuss the difference between white meat and dark meat. Heavily used muscles will be dark meat.

· Modern Marvels, Eggs

· Incredible Edible Egg www.incredibleegg.org

· Search YouTube for “How to read an egg carton.”

· View Eggs 101 videos under Egg Facts on www.incredibleegg.org.

· Search YouTube for “Egg producer” by Chicago Tribune for a video about a production plant.

· Discuss different methods of preparing eggs.

· Discuss how the Easter holiday affects the egg industry.

· Discuss the importance of proper disposal of offal and manure. Have students research the impact of poultry farms on water resources.

· Search YouTube for “Egg Farm Tour” for a video about the process of raising chickens for eggs.

· Activity 11.5, Edible Eggs

· Search YouTube for “Poultry Farming Advancements” by America’s Heartland. Review with students all aspects of raising poultry.

Unit Summary

· Activity 11.6, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 11 Test.
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