


Unit 1
AGRISCIENCE OPPORTUNITIES

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS


Introduction

· Order videos and supplies needed for the unit. Video review is suggested before presenting to your class.

· Have students define terms from the glossary.

· Activity 1.1, Unit Word Search

Is Agriculture a Science?

· Have students interview an individual in a field related to agriculture. Instruct students to write a short paper on their interview.

· Divide students into small groups and have each group create a list of differences in agriculture today and agriculture in the past, such as 50 or 100 years ago.

· Discuss the scientific method. Ask students for examples of issues in agriculture that could be researched using the scientific method.

Agriculture in Our Lives

· Have students write a list of the ways that agriculture affects their everyday lives. Students could create a timeline of their day and how agriculture affects their activities.

· Activity 1.2, Issues in Agriculture

· Show students labels from products that are marketed as organic.

· Have students taste foods that are organic and non-organic. For example, fruits or vegetables. Have students determine if they can taste any difference in the foods.

Career Opportunities

· Discuss with students that many individuals change career paths during their working life and that the field of agriculture is no different. An individual’s interests may change or job opportunities within a field may change.

· Activity 1.3, Discovering Clusters. Print resources can be obtained from http://www.careerclusters.org/.

· Check with your school guidance counselor to see if your school has a license to Oklahoma Career Information System, or check http://www.okcareertech.org/cac/ > click OKCIS > See a list of OKSIS Licensed Sites.

· Activity 1.4, Career Cluster Survey

· Assign students a cluster to gather information and create a poster. Information such as pathways within the cluster, specific jobs related to the cluster, and coursework leading to those careers.

· Discuss the Agriculture Career Facts with students. Ask them why they think only 2% is involved in production agriculture.

· Activity 1.5, Favorite Pathway

Career Goals

· Agricultural Career Web sites:

http://www.agcareers.com/
http://www.agriculturalcareers.com/
http://www.agday.org/education/careers.php
http://www.agriseek.com/jobs/e/Employment/

· Activity 1.6, Career Bingo

· Have individuals in the field of agriculture speak to the class about their career paths and how they achieved their current position.

Interests and Skills

· Activity 1.7, Interest Survey

· Discuss with students their results from the Interest Survey.

· Discuss that part-time jobs or internships for students may often help clarify the skills and/or types of careers that interest someone.

· Activity 1.8, Double Puzzle

Unit Summary

· Activity 1.9, Unit Review Crossword

· Administer Unit 1 Test.
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