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PRESENTATION NAME

My Goal: Share some of what I have learned 
over the past several years in a way that 
gives everyone something useful

Who I am
I am a college counselor at Putnam City 
North High School, a 6A urban/suburban high 
school in Oklahoma City. I have worked in 
college admissions and as a college/career 
advisor for over a decade.

My job covers college prep, AP and PSAT 
coordinating, scholarships, senior awards, 
and being my school’s homeless student 
liaison
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PRESENTATION NAME

College Reps and Visits
School Profiles 
Communications
Advising Students
Realistic Goals and Must vs Want
Resources

Outline
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Lunch Visits
Pros:
More meaningful interaction for college 
reps and students
Great chance for you or others to learn 
more about the school
More popular with colleges (more visits!)

Cons:
More work (sign ups, get a room)
Not an equal opportunity (sports, grade 
limits)
Depends on schedule
School policy issues

Small Group
Pros:
Less work for you!
Helps colleges build brand recognition
Equal opportunity for all students to visit

Cons:
Less meaningful interaction
Less popular with colleges
You and your students won’t learn as 
much about the college

College Reps and Visits

Counselor Visit Days matter! Fight for time out of your 
office-updates, scholarships, relationship building, insights



Who are they?
They are in the best position to help 
students apply successfully

They influence (sometimes very heavily) 
who gets in, who gets offered special 
opportunities

They are also a resource that saves you 
work!
● Host application events
● Host financial aid events
● Organize trips
● Share updates with you

Why they matter
The people visiting your school are 
Admissions Officers

This means they
● Read applications
● Know about special opportunities 

for students
● They usually read all the apps and 

recommendations from your 
school!*

College Reps (Admissions Officers)

Tip: Give reps a copy of your profile, bottle of 
water and a granola bar if you can!



Virtual Visits!
Rep sends you a zoom link, 

you project the meeting, using a 
camera and mic to do Q&A

Broadens your reach and 
helps get great universities to 
book a visit

Schedule managing makes me 
sad!

Use RepVisits! It’s a free 
college visit calendar
● Set days/times
● Block specific days
● Virtual or in person
● No email back and forth!

Consider 
Adding…



School Profile
What is a school profile? NOT the state report! This is a profile that you create to help 
colleges evaluate your students in context

Key Features of a Successful Profile

● Relevant stats easy to find- need grading scale, test scores, school outcomes, available 
rigor

● Contact info up front
● Explain interesting/unusual features (CareerTech!)

Sources for Creating your profile
● NACAC Guide
● Examples (find on NACAC, local schools)
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It’s all 
about 
context for 
your 
student…

Key for 
helping 
colleges 
fairly 
evaluate 
their 
applications



Social Media

This is where everything 
important happens- visit sign 
ups, scholarships, 
announcements

Kind of a one and done
Good place for static info
Public info and resources
Profile is published here

Finds kids and parents where 
they are at- ask colleges for 
stuff!

Communications for Students-Not too 
much!

Google Classroom Website

Train your students and parents where to look 
that works for you- less is more



Teachers can join here Example rec letters! (*talk about 
Williams)

Communications for Teachers

Google Classroom Google DriveRecommend: 
Door and email 

reminders of when I am 
out and where

Any chance to do 
trainings-faculty 

meetings, etc



Super awesome, super time consuming
Most impact
Depends heavily on school size

Broad Reach
Impact Depends

Great to demonstrate knowledge and 
support
Partner with others!
I do: Senior Night, Junior College Night, 
Underclassman Night, FAFSA Night, 
Application Workshops

Advisory Time

Add info and support to college visits

Advising Students

One on one appointments

Be Present for College VisitsOutside of School Meetings



Ask about goals
Reassure
Show students how to research
Encourage visits, meeting with 
representatives
Reassure
Emphasis timelines
Look up stats and 
programs-clarity is kindness
Reassure
Expand student’s views on 
colleges 

In an appointment…



More up front work

Great to extend your student’s 
reach

May save your students time 
and money

Not always a good choice!

The Common App and 
Other Common Apps



Select criteria, view profiles, 
including admission stats, 
school costs, demographics

Where I find out things like
-Ivies prefer AP
-How to apply for 
accommodations at OSU
-Rec letters and essays are 
keeping Oklahoma kids out of 
top colleges
-How to apply to military 
academies
-ECU has a 3-1 fast track law 
program
-How OU weighs application 
parts

GPACAC and NACAC- updates, 
advocacy, free webinars, 
professional networks, 
scholarships, insight into other 
schools and student 
experiences

Tools I use for advising students
Big Future College Search 
and Department of Ed 
Scorecard

College Counselor Days, 
Conferences, and Fly Ins

Professional and Social 
Groups-NACAC, GPACAC, 
CAC Group, A2C
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Consider hosting a group to explain 
financial aid offers

Show examples of different costs

Try different things, like a Hail Mary fair 
or Spring Application Day for late 
options/admissions

Celebrate Decision Day!

Post Application Support

My March Mini-Fair/Application Event



High Achieving 
Advising
Different beast!

Must start early

Stress low acceptance rates, but 
also possibilities!

Learn about programs like 
QuestBridge, Gates

Help families understand the issue 
isn’t cost, it’s getting in

Attend any possible events, virtual 
or in-person (you and the student)

Believe in your students

Rigor, rigor, rigor, test scores, 
application review



Wants

Continuing education for you-admissions, 
recommendations

College Profile (one and done-ish)

Some way for colleges and students to 
interface

Communication methods that fit YOUR 
needs

Outside meetings and events (ask to be 
paid; get a partner!)

Social media presence?

Professional memberships that cost (ask 
for someone to pay it!)

Being a reader/committee member 

Musts, Wants, and Your Capacity

Musts

Realistically, try adding one new tool or event at a time. Discard 
anything that doesn’t work for you and your student population, and 

look for partners



For You

Resources/Tools 

Great Plains Associate of College 
Admissions Counseling (free!)
NACAC
College Admissions Counselors 
(Facebook)
OCAP and College FinAid offices for 
presentations
RepVisits (free!)

College Essay Guy
OKCollegeStart
Big Future College Search
College Scorecard (Dept of Ed)
OCCF.org-scholarships
A2C Reddit (high achievers, use with 
caution)
Outside help (IECs, Matriculate.org)

For Students

http://occf.org
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03.10.26
COUNSELORS ONLY CONFERENCE / 
bOOST COLLEGE ADVISING

KELLY MCGRATH-MALAHY
WEBSITE / PHONE NUMBER

20


