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Today’s Topics



FAFSA Facts



Why FAFSA Matters 

• Used to determine student eligibility for federal 
     and state student aid

• Grants
• Work-study program
• Student loans
• Parent loans

• Often requested for scholarships

• Now required for high school graduation in Oklahoma



Changes to 2026-27 StudentAid.gov Account

• Immediate match with Social Security 
Administration. Users may create account 
and complete FAFSA during same session

• Reduced required fields from 23 to 12, 
including removal of challenge questions

• Moved most critical questions to the 
beginning

• Immediate verification of email address and 
phone number (cannot create account 
without access to personal email)



Changes to 2026-27 FAFSA

• Invite parent contributor with email address 
only

• Removed onboarding videos at beginning of 
application

• Changed wording from Sign student section to 
Finish student section

• Emphasizes parents still need to complete 
section

• Changed wording to Finish parent section and 
submit



2025-26 FAFSA Completion Results

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/bill.debaun.national.college.access.network/viz/NCANsFAFSATracker-2025-26FAFSACycle/HomePage
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2026-27 FAFSA Completion to Date

42.3 %

 

32.7%

https://www.ncan.org/general/custom.asp?page=FAFSAtracker



FAFSA Challenges



FAFSA Challenges Activity

What challenges have you faced with FAFSA events and FAFSA 
completion?

• Jot down your thoughts on the worksheet
• Share with your table
• Share with the room



FAFSA Challenges List

• Difficulty getting parents to events
• Other events overshadow FAFSA night
• Issues requiring assistance from FSA

• Account creation problems
• New phone numbers match other accounts (this has 

been addressed)
• Confusion over FAFSA steps
• Hard to keep track of FAFSA completion
• Students complete their section, but parents don’t
• Students choose opt-out before trying FAFSA



FAFSA Event Success



Successful FAFSA Events 1

• Change the format
• Jenks HS – Offered drop-in individual assistance to students and families during 

FAFSA days (1 pm to 7 pm) – partnered with OCAP, Tulsa Higher Education 
Consortium and nearby colleges

• Schedule during the school day (while other classes test)

• Porum HS – Held a mandatory senior workday (after Fall concurrent classes ended and 
before holidays). Worked on ICAP, Oklahoma’s Promise applications, and FAFSA 

• Enid HS and Edison HS– Hosted a senior resource day - FAFSA workshop 
included as one session

• Santa Fe South – Gave FAFSA presentations during a tutorial hour

• Offer alternate sessions
• Chandler HS – Scheduled drop-in help during school hours and in evening
• Putnam City North HS – Scheduled multiple FAFSA events
• Carnegie HS – Worked with seniors during a mid-day session and followed up 

with parents at a financial aid night two weeks later



Successful FAFSA Events 2

• Combine with other events
• Elk City HS - Held FAFSA night alongside a mini-college fair
• Laverne HS – Held FAFSA presentation/workshop on conference night

• Make it a celebration!
• Ripley HS – Combined FAFSA event with College Application Week. Parents 

decorate tables for seniors with college gear and complete FAFSA before 
ceremony.

• John Marshall HS – Partnered with OCAP and Gear UP to assist families. Served 
Raising Cane’s. Took pictures of students who completed FAFSA and gave 
stickers

• Advertise and REMIND!
• Boise City HS – Scheduled FAFSA night in computer lab. Reminded students 

online, on social media, via phone, and flyers
• Elk City HS - Advertised FAFSA Night with announcement of new graduation 

requirement



Best Practices for FAFSA Events

• Choose time and location for FAFSA events that works for your school
• Consider scheduling event when FSA offices are open
• Schedule at same time as mandatory senior/parent meetings

• Advertise event as place to learn and complete FAFSA
• Send details of items to bring, including phones, email addresses, taxes
• REMIND! REMIND! REMIND!

• Get help! Partner with someone familiar with FAFSA 
• College financial aid office, UCanGo2 representative, other community 

resources
• Apply for a grant for food, giveaways, etc.

• Engage families and students
• Offer incentives like snacks, prizes, class credit, etc.
• Make it mandatory – class assignment to attend session
• Combine FAFSA event with other college prep/school events

• Use UCanGo2 event planning checklist
 https://content.xap.com/media/54979/event_planning_checklist.pdf

https://content.xap.com/media/54979/event_planning_checklist.pdf


Tools and Resources



Helpful Tools and Resources

• Direct students to FAFSA guides and other publications from UCanGo2.org
https://www.okcollegestart.org/Home/Educators/UCanGo2/FinAid_Publications.aspx

• Request a workshop or assistance from UCanGo2 
https://www.okcollegestart.org/Home/Educators/UCanGo2/_default.aspx

• Use Oklahoma FAFSA Data Portal to track FAFSA completion
https://okhighered.org/ok-fdp/

• Refer to district resources. Tulsa Public Schools offers one-on-one FAFSA 
support to families https://www.tulsaschools.org/about/teams/academics/psr/resources/fafsa

• Contact local non-profit organizations like Tulsa Higher Education Consortium
https://tulsahighered.com/fafsa/

• Check with colleges for financial aid application assistance

https://www.okcollegestart.org/Home/Educators/UCanGo2/FinAid_Publications.aspx
https://www.okcollegestart.org/Home/Educators/UCanGo2/_default.aspx
https://okhighered.org/ok-fdp/
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https://okhighered.org/ok-fdp/
https://www.tulsaschools.org/about/teams/academics/psr/resources/fafsa
https://tulsahighered.com/fafsa/


FAFSA Links

• Access information about each section at FAFSA® Help | Federal Student Aid
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/help

• Call or chat with Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC)
Contact Us: 1-800-433-3243

• Create a new account at StudentAid.gov
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

• Start, edit, or accept an invitation to a 2026-27 FAFSA form – FAFSA.gov
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

• Determine who counts as a parent on the FAFSA® form - Parent Wizard
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents 
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Activity



Brainstorming session

Brainstorm FAFSA event ideas in small groups

• What type of event would work best for your school?
• Student only?
• Drop-in session with experts?
• Presentation/Workshop?

• When is the best time of year/day for your school?

• Outreach methods
• What’s the best way to reach YOUR students and parents?

• Incentives for participation
• Class credit, snacks, personalized attention

• Who can you partner with? 
• Local colleges, financial aid experts, teachers



Share Ideas

• What did you discuss at your table?

• How will you track progress and celebrate success?

• What questions do you have?



College App Week 2026

• ‘Official’ week is September 21–25, 2026

• Schedule your CAW for any week 
September through October

• Opportunity for seniors to submit one or 
more college applications online

• Free promotional posters and ‘I Applied’ 
stickers when you enroll your school

To learn more and register your school, visit OKCollegeAppWeek.org.

https://www.ocap.org/caw/




Contact Us!

Rachel Fairchild
rfairchild@ocap.org

Letha Huddleston
lhuddleston@ocap.org

This presentation is for educational purposes only, and is not intended to be construed as 
financial, investment, legal and/or tax advice.
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