Agriculture in Society
Unit 2: Animal and Livestock Production in Agriculture
Lesson 3: Companion and Small Animals
Lesson 3.1: Companion Animals

State Orientation to Agriculture in Society Standards:
OAS 3.08 Determine proper care and management strategies of small animals, including pets and small working animals
National AFNR Standards:
AS.02 Utilize best-practice protocols based upon animal behaviors for animal husbandry and welfare.
Student Learning Objectives:
1. Students will identify and describe companion animals and their purpose and roles in their lives.
2. Students will describe management practices related to small or companion animals.
Outside Resources
1. CASE
a. AgX 6.5 (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan and Activity- Students will determine how to best equip their pet for survival, including water sources, container, feed, and bedding. Students will explain the responsibilities that come with owning a pet.
b. AgX 6.6 (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan and Lab- Students will explore how bedding impacts comfort and care for animals. Students will determine important factors to consider when picking bedding for their small animal.
2. Georgia Agricultural Education
a. Introduction to Companion Animals  (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan – Students will describe animal domestication and explain ways humans have made us of companion animals through a lecture and discussion lesson.
b. Small Animal Care Resource Library (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan, Activity, Slideshows, Resources – This resource provides students with different lesson plans related to small animals. Resources are related to safety, small animal industry, animal rights, and responsibilities.
3. Oklahoma State University/Oklahoma 4H
a. How Pets Learn (OAS 3.08)
i. Handout and Worksheet- Students will learn about how to train companion animals through operant conditioning.
b. Is Your Home Safe for Your Pet? (OAS 3.08)
i. Handout and Worksheet- Students will review their homes and determine if their houses are ready for a small animal, or if their home is dangerous.
4. AgEd Net
a. Small Animal Science Library (OAS 3.08) 
i. Lesson Plans, Puzzles, Slideshows, Worksheets- This resource library provides resources ranging from dogs and cats to Specialty animals. Provides a wide variety of teaching resources
5. One Less Thing
a. Intro to Companion Animals Lesson Plan (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan, Activities, Slideshow, Worksheets- Students will illustrate the roles animals play in the lives of humans outside of production agriculture.
6. Teachers Pay Teachers
a. Paws and Learn: Companion Animal Mini-Unit (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan, Resources- Students will learn about companion animals and how to support them.
b. Small Animal Care Presentation W/ Review Q's and Debate Activity (OAS 3.08)
i. Lesson Plan, Review, Debate Activity- Students will discuss the history of domestication, jobs in small animal care industry, and distinguish between animal rights and animal welfare. 
