


Unit 11
THE POULTRY INDUSTRY


UNIT REVIEW ANSWERS

1. The first chickens brought to North America were brought by settlers to the Jamestown Colony in the early 1600s.

2. The American Standard of Perfection was released in 1874 and describes the various poultry breeds.

3. Chicken is a popular meat because it is relatively inexpensive, easy to prepare, and is perceived as a healthful protein source.

4. Three other species of poultry include turkeys, ducks, and geese.

5. Genetic changes such as larger birds with heavier muscling make natural breeding not possible.

6. Broilers are young meat chickens and layers are egg-producing chickens.

7. A rooster will generally be larger in size and display a cape of feathers around its neck and spurs on the back of its legs. A hen usually has shorter tail feathers and a smaller wattle. Depending on the breed, the ear lobes may or may not be apparent.

8. The egg begins as a tiny ovum in the hen’s body. The ovum matures into a yolk. As the yolk travels the reproductive tract, various layers of albumen and membranes build around it. The shell forms around the exterior. The egg passes through the remaining oviduct and is expelled from the hen’s vent.

9. Blood spots are small spots of blood on the yolk. They occur when a bit of blood is released along with the yolk.

10. Artificial methods to hatch and raise chicks result in greater control and consistency for producers.

11. The eggs must be kept at 100 degrees Fahrenheit. The relative humidity must be kept between 60 and 70 percent. Air must be circulated. The egg must face large end up and be turned regularly each day.

12. Debeaking is performed to prevent chicks from pecking and harming each other.

13. Eggs are used for artwork using painting, dying, and other techniques. Offal and manure are used as fertilizer and animal feed. Eggs are used to prepare ointments, antidotes, vaccines, and culture media.

14. Chickens and their eggs are used for nutritional studies. Fertile eggs are used to study various types of disease-causing organisms. Chickens have been used in behavioral research.
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