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   STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 1 
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 2 
NCED National Center for Employee Development 3 

Conference Room J 4 
2801 East State Highway 9 5 
Norman, OK 73071-1104 6 

 7 
August 15-17, 2014 8 

 9 
Ronald Woodson, President of the Oklahoma State Board of Health, called the 392nd special meeting of the 10 
Oklahoma State Board of Health to order on Friday, August 15th, 2014, at 7:01 p.m.  The final agenda was  11 
posted at 11:00 a.m. on the OSDH website on August 14, 2013; at 10:55 a.m. on the OSDH building entrance 12 
on August 14, 2014; and at 1:00 p.m. on the National Center for Employee Development Building entrance 13 
on August 14, 2014. 14 
 15 
ROLL CALL 16 
 17 
Members in Attendance:  Ronald Woodson, M.D., President; Martha A. Burger, M.B.A, Vice-President; Cris 18 
Hart-Wolfe, Secretary-Treasurer; Timothy E. Starkey, M.B.A.; Robert S. Stewart, M.D. 19 
Members Absent: Jenny Alexopulos, D.O.; R. Murali Krishna, M.D., Terry R. Gerard, D.O.; Charles W. 20 
Grim, D.D.S. 21 
 22 
Staff present were: Terry Cline, Commissioner; Julie Cox-Kain, Senior Deputy Commissioner; Henry F. 23 
Hartsell, Deputy Commissioner, Protective Health Services; Toni Frioux, Deputy Commissioner, Prevention 24 
and Preparedness Services; Mark Newman, Office of State and Federal Policy; Don Maisch, Office of 25 
General Counsel; Janice Hiner, Senior Advisor to the Commissioner; VaLauna Grissom, Secretary to the 26 
State Board of Health; Commissioner’s Office: Diane Hanley, Maria Souther. 27 
 28 
Visitors in attendance:  See list 29 
 30 
Call to Order and Opening Remarks 31 
Dr. Woodson called the meeting to order.  He thanked all distinguished guests and staff for their 32 
attendance.  He acknowledged special guests in attendance for the meet and greet as well as the Board 33 
meeting.  34 
 35 
Dr. Woodson kicked off the retreat with a brief presentation.  The theme for the presentation was 36 
optimism vs. pessimism.  He began by highlighting the public health issues faced in the last 100 years as 37 
well as the accomplishments and advances in science and public health.  Dr. Woodson described the 38 
transition from an era of infectious diseases, poor sanitation, workplace accidents, and poor food to an era 39 
of chronic diseases.  Although there are still many challenges ahead, the accomplishments are 40 
encouraging.  Dr. Woodson concluded with his thoughts on kicking off and ending the retreat with 41 
optimism in mind.  42 
 43 
Dr. Woodson introduced Dr. Arnold Bacigalupo as the retreat facilitator and founder & President of 44 
Voyageur One.  He briefly described the partnership between the Board and Dr. Bacigalupo explaining 45 
that Dr. Bacigalupo has been involved in the OSDH strategic planning process since 2008.   46 
 47 
Dr. Bacigalupo thanked Dr. Krishna for the welcome.  He briefly recounted the objectives of previous 48 
Board retreats since 2008 and then proceeded to discuss the 2014 retreat objectives:  Discuss the current 49 
public health landscape; and Provide strategic direction to OSDH Senior Leadership. 50 
 51 
Dr. Woodson extended a special thanks to Department staff and Dr. Cline for their continued quality 52 
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improvement efforts as illustrated through the Story Boards arranged in the conference room and thanked 1 
Board members for their commitment to public health.   2 
 3 
ADJOURNMENT 4 
Ms. Wolfe moved to adjourn. Second Mr. Starkey. Motion carried. 5 
              6 

AYE: Burger, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 7 
ABSENT: Alexopulos, Krishna, Gerard, Grim 8 
 9 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 10 
 11 
Saturday, August 16, 2014 12 
 13 
ROLL CALL 14 
 15 
Members in Attendance:  Ronald Woodson, M.D., President; Martha A. Burger, M.B.A, Vice-President; Cris 16 
Hart-Wolfe, Secretary-Treasurer; Terry R. Gerard, D.O.; Charles W. Grim, D.D.S.; Timothy E. Starkey, 17 
M.B.A.; Robert S. Stewart, M.D. 18 
Members Absent: Jenny Alexopulos, D.O.; R. Murali Krishna, M.D. 19 
 20 
Staff present were: Terry Cline, Commissioner; Julie Cox-Kain, Senior Deputy Commissioner; Henry F. 21 
Hartsell, Deputy Commissioner, Protective Health Services; Toni Frioux, Deputy Commissioner, Prevention 22 
and Preparedness Services; Mark Newman, Office of State and Federal Policy; Don Maisch, Office of 23 
General Counsel; Janice Hiner, Senior Advisor to the Commissioner; VaLauna Grissom, Secretary to the 24 
State Board of Health; Commissioner’s Office: Diane Hanley, Maria Souther. 25 
 26 
Visitors in attendance:  See list 27 
 28 
Call to Order and Opening Remarks 29 
Dr. Woodson called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  He acknowledged 30 
special guests Victoria Bartlett, First Lady of Tulsa; Bruce Dart, Director, Tulsa County Health Department; 31 
Bob Jamison of the Oklahoma City-County Health Department; Gary Raskob, Dean of the OU College of 32 
Public Health and member of the Oklahoma City-County Board of Health; Tracey Strader, Executive 33 
Director of the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust; and James Allen, Director, Partnerships for Health 34 
Improvement.  Dr. Bacigalupo provided a brief overview of the retreat objectives and directed attention to Dr. 35 
Cline for the Strategic Plan Review presentation. 36 
 37 
STRATEGIC PLAN REVIEW 38 
Terry L. Cline, Ph.D., Commissioner of Health  39 
 40 
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 6 
Dr. Stewart and Tim Starkey briefly discuss vaccine shortage in recent years for privately insured patients.  7 
Dr. Stewart inquired as to whether or not physicians may use Vaccines For Providers (VFC) stock and 8 
replace it or pay for it.  Toni Frioux responded that unfortunately, the federal guidelines for VFC vaccines use 9 
are very strict and does not make allowances for this.  Dr. Cline invited members of the Board to attend the 10 
Governor’s Get Fit Launch on September 26th at the Capitol.  Kevin Durant will join Governor Fallin to 11 
launch a series of challenges to Oklahoma students around physical health and fitness. 12 
 13 
The presentation concluded. 14 
 15 
OKLAHOMA HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLAN   16 
Terry L. Cline, Ph.D., Commissioner of Health; James Allen, M.P.H., Director, Partnerships for Health 17 
Improvement  18 
 19 
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 2 
The presentation concluded. 3 
 4 
Dr. Bacigalupo asked the groups to consider the following questions and report out.  Below are the common 5 
themes for each group.  6 
 7 
Vision of Healthy State 8 
Vision for a healthy state included: improvements to the built environment to include bike trails, pedestrian 9 
walkways, safe parks, green space; community gardens, farmers markets, and healthy corner stores; tobacco 10 
and/or smoke free indoor and outdoor public spaces; access to care; 100% of citizens covered by insurance; 11 
low crime, good transportation; and high performing schools. 12 
 13 
Barriers 14 
Culture; politics, lack of education; inadequate information systems; lack of knowledge regarding health and 15 
healthcare and difference between the two; balancing individual rights versus public good; lack of funding, 16 
resources and infrastructure; insurance providers are unwilling to provide rebates or incentives on improved 17 
health outcomes;  lack of community champions; poverty; and complacency.  18 
 19 
Recommended Strategies 20 
Policy; population outreach using diverse media formats; engage communities of faith; engage education 21 
systems to begin health education earlier; support policies that support the healthy choice as the first choice; 22 
modify healthcare system to increase focus on prevention; rebates and economic incentives for healthy habits 23 
and improved health outcomes; conditions on the use of food stamps; targeted 10-20 minute community 24 
presentations by the Board members; robust and highly interactive health risk assessment for individuals 25 
using cell phone technology; establish healthy living pact.  26 
 27 
OHIP ACCESS TO CARE  28 
Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A., Senior Deputy Commissioner 29 
 30 
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The presentation concluded.  12 
 13 
 14 
FUTURE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA AND PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY BREAKOUT  15 
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Mark Newman, Ph.D., Director, Office of State and Federal Policy; Toni D. Frioux, MS, APRN-CNP, 1 
Deputy Commissioner for Prevention and Preparedness Services 2 
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Dr. Newman asked for discussion or recommended policy initiatives.  Members of the Board discussed pre-12 
emption as a possibility but felt it may be a distraction should the Governor choose to move forward with an 13 
Initiative Petition.  Members of the Board agreed the Department should be prepared to take a stance on the 14 
use of medical Marijuana should legislation be introduced in the upcoming legislative session.  Board 15 
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members also supported possible comprehensive safety packaging legislation in response to the lack of 1 
regulations in the vaping industry.  All members of the Board supported a new Public Health Laboratory.  2 
Members supported charging the Long Term Care Advisory Committee with making policy 3 
recommendations regarding Long Term Care improvements.  Board members were supportive of 4 
prescription monitoring program (PMP) legislation.   5 
 6 
The presentation concluded.  7 
 8 
The meeting adjourned at 3:59 p.m. 9 
 10 
Sunday, August 17, 2014 11 
 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 
Members in Attendance:  Ronald Woodson, M.D., President; Martha A. Burger, M.B.A, Vice-President; Cris 15 
Hart-Wolfe, Secretary-Treasurer; Terry R. Gerard, D.O.; Charles W. Grim, D.D.S.; Timothy E. Starkey, 16 
M.B.A.; Robert S. Stewart, M.D. 17 
Members Absent: Jenny Alexopulos, D.O.; R. Murali Krishna, M.D. 18 
 19 
Staff present were: Terry Cline, Commissioner; Julie Cox-Kain, Senior Deputy Commissioner; Henry F. 20 
Hartsell, Deputy Commissioner, Protective Health Services; Toni Frioux, Deputy Commissioner, Prevention 21 
and Preparedness Services; Mark Newman, Office of State and Federal Policy; Don Maisch, Office of 22 
General Counsel; Janice Hiner, Senior Advisor to the Commissioner; VaLauna Grissom, Secretary to the 23 
State Board of Health; Commissioner’s Office: Diane Hanley, Maria Souther. 24 
 25 
Visitors in attendance:  See list 26 
 27 
Call to Order and Opening Remarks 28 
Dr. Woodson called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 29 
 30 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS/INVOLVEMENT 31 
Martha Burger, Vice-President, Oklahoma State Board of Health 32 
 33 
Martha Burger provided a brief sampling of opportunities for community collaboration and partnership 34 
provided by Board members.   35 
 36 

 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
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 2 
Each member briefly discussed successes and barriers faced in their respective communities. Board 3 
members asked for the Department to develop the following: canned 20 minute presentations and talking 4 
points around current public health policy issues; speaker’s bureau; State of the State’s Health and 5 
Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan presentations; opportunities to push public health issues through 6 
social media; and a site to host the materials.  Board members are also interested in another tour of the 7 
Public Health Laboratory.  8 
 9 
The presentation concluded.  10 
 11 
2014 BUDGET / BUSINESS PLAN 12 
Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A., Senior Deputy Commissioner; Debbie Boyer, Director, Human Resources 13 
 14 
Julie Cox-Kain presented a year end update on the 2015 Budget and Business Plan.  Debbie Boyer 15 
presented an update on employee engagement and workforce initiatives. 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 

 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
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The presentation concluded. 11 
 12 
Dr. Bacigalupo thanked the Board and Department staff for their commitment and participation throughout 13 
the meeting.  He also encouraged them to provide feedback as to his performance after they have had an 14 
opportunity to reflect on the outcomes of the retreat.    15 
PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 16 
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Mrs. Burger moved Board approval to move into Executive Session at 10:39 a.m. pursuant to 25 O.S. 1 
Section 307(B)(4) for confidential communications to discuss pending department litigation, 2 
investigation, claim, or action; pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307(B)(1) to discuss the employment, hiring, 3 
appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation of any individual salaried public officer or 4 
employee and pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307 (B)(7) for discussing any matter where disclosure of 5 
information would violate confidentiality requirements of state or federal law. 6 

• Presentation concerning possible litigation regarding last legislative session.  7 
Second Ms. Hart-Wolfe. Motion carried. 8 
 9 

AYE: Burger, Gerard, Grim, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 10 
ABSENT: Alexopulos, Krishna 11 
 12 

Dr. Grim moved Board approval to come out of Executive Session at 11:40 a.m. and open regular 13 
meeting. Second Mr. Starkey. Motion carried. 14 
 15 

AYE: Burger, Gerard, Grim, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 16 
ABSENT: Alexopulos, Krishna 17 

 18 
No action taken as a result of Executive Session 19 
 20 
ADJOURNMENT 21 
Dr. Woodson moved to adjourn.  Second Mr. Starkey. Motion carried. 22 
                 23 

AYE: Burger, Gerard, Grim, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 24 
ABSENT: Alexopulos, Krishna 25 

 26 
 27 
The meeting adjourned at 11:41a.m. 28 
 29 
Approved 30 
 31 
 32 
____________________ 33 
Ronald Woodson, M.D. 34 
President, Oklahoma State Board of Health 35 
October 7, 2014  36 
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