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TUBERCULOSIS
DAY

MARCH 24

www.cdc.gov/tb/worldtbday/

World TB Day is a day to educate the public about the impact of TB around the world. CDC, along
with our partners and colleagues around the world share successes in TB prevention and control and

raise awareness of the challenges that hinder our progress toward the elimination of this devastating
disease.

Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The bacteria usually
attack the lungs, but TB bacteria can attack any part of the body such as the kidney, spine, and brain.
Not everyone infected with TB bacteria becomes sick. As a result, two TB-related conditions exist:
latent TB infection (LTBI) and TB disease. If not treated properly, TB disease can be fatal.

TB bacteria spread through the air from one person to another.

TB skin test — a test that is often used to find out if you are infected with TB bacteria. A liquid called
tuberculin is injected under the skin on the lower part of your arm. If you have a positive reaction to
this test, you probably have TB infection. Other tests will be needed to find out if you have latent TB
infection or TB disease.
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